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WHY THIS SPACE

When it comes to creating the perfect space for a client, austin-based interior designer laura britt takes 

a collaborative approach to design. by integrating architectural and interior design solutions, her aWard-

Winning full-service studio, laura britt design, creates transformative spaces that are both beautiful and 

functional. britt says the process begins With the kernel of an idea that she and her team start With for 

the design concept. after they present a feW initial concepts to their clients, the entire space begins to 

take shape and comes together to create a refined space With a cohesive vision. case in point: this soft and 

soothing master bedroom suite britt and her firm designed for her client’s neW home in austin. “for her, 

this Was all about achieving a sophisticated, luxurious, elegant and feminine retreat,” says britt. read on 

to find out hoW the team created this serene retreat custom-tailored to suit their client’s lifestyle.
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and we had them rewired to function as lighting. She traveled so 
much that I think she wanted to feel like she was in the finest of 
fine hotels when she went home. 

What elements helped create the luxurious feel 
experienced in this bedroom? 

LB: It all started with the wall covering. It is a custom hand-
embroidered silk wall covering. For obvious reasons, we would 
not use this for a family with children or one with active indoor 
pets. But this woman is a meticulous housekeeper and is very 
careful with her belongings. As a firm we are very focused on 
a client’s specific lifestyle when we design a space and strive to 
balance function with the aesthetic. But we were able to bring a 
lot of luxurious textiles in here, and this wall covering is a perfect 
example. We also created an inviting feel on the bed using silk 
for the bed linens which offers a luxurious sheen and soft satin 
feel to the touch.

The wall covering is a stunning focal point in this 
room. Please tell us more about it. 

LB: The wall covering is actually made of silk and is an Asian-
inspired design featuring a cherry blossom tree. We worked with 
the wall covering company based in London called Fromental, 
which makes exquisite handmade wallpapers and fabrics, to 
design the scale and proportion of the pattern to make sure 
it was fully revealed in this space. There are contrasts between 
smooth and textural in the wall covering. You can see the light 
reflected in the threading of the flower buds compared to the silk 
background. So you get this beautiful moment of luminosity 
when the light hits the thread.

With a blank canvas to work with –– a newly 
constructed home –– what were the initial design 
objectives?  

LB: Our client was moving from another Austin home she 
had been in for many years into this home she was building 
from the ground up. This is her long term dream home she plans 
to be in forever so we wanted it to be elegant. And because she is 
a single woman, we were able to take a more feminine approach 
in the bedroom without having to worry about a masculine 
component or durability that is needed for children or pets. We 
really wanted to create a sophisticated, luxurious retreat with a 
spa-like feel. And we wanted to marry new pieces we found with 
the meaningful furnishings she already had.

What aesthetic were you going for and how did you 
create it? 

LB: Above all, we strove to create elegance and tranquility. 
Transitional is a really good term for how I would classify this 
space, and really, the rest of her home. We used a combination 
of clean lines, and we married some of the elements we designed 
with items she had collected through her extensive travels. The 
bed is custom-designed and -built. The fully-upholstered curved 
headboard with nailhead trim and fully-upholstered sides 
provide a soft, feminine design aesthetic as opposed to a bed 
with hard angles. There are a lot of interesting elements from 
her past that were important to her. She had curated a collection 
of sentimental items from her travels across the world so we 
worked to incorporate them and make this a very serene retreat. 
For example, the lamps you see on opposite sides of the bed are 
vases she actually brought back from Pakistan many years ago 
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 You mentioned one of the objectives of this 
bedroom was to make it functional –– tell us how 
you designed this space with multiple uses in mind.

LB: This retreat serves as a sleeping space, a reading space 
and a dressing space. The bench at the foot of the bed is 
both functional and beautiful, with its antiqued brass finish 
and custom upholstered white leather tufted top. It provides 
additional seating space in the room, a place where she can sit 
down and get dressed, and it serves as a long surface to place her 
pillows or duvet. The petite chair was the perfect addition for a 
reading area in the corner of the room, providing a nice place 
to sit down with a book next to the window which gives great 
natural light. 

Tell us about the color palette and textural elements 
you chose for this bedroom.

LB: This is a cool and serene palette, but the room has an overall 
sense of warmth and an inviting comfort due to the combination of 
the materials that were used. The color palette sets the relaxed spa 
feel and tone, from the warm gray-taupe color of the upholstered 
bed and draperies to the soft blue seen on the background of the 
wall covering and blue-and-gray color combinations on the silk 
bedding. Bright pops of white seen in the bench and pillows bring 
in that crisp, clean spa feel. But it’s the textural elements –– the 

Ushak wool fiber rug and the linen draperies that are set against 
the silk and the leather –– which highlight the contrasts between 
smooth and textural elements in the space.

When it comes to designing bedrooms, what is your 
philosophy?

LB: In the master suite, as a whole, we normally take a fairly 
soothing, calming approach to the design. We like to make 
it a retreat. Everyone is so busy and this is the place to go 
and unplug after your day. It really is a sacred sanctuary space 
because it is the most private area of your home. A master 
bedroom should be a reflection of the client and really fit with 
who they are. As a designer, I am looking to find the perfect fit 
between the client and the space, creating a room that lets my 
clients relax and unplug.

Why does this space work?
What we have achieved here is a very feminine space that 

conveys the nurturing side our client wanted. Having had a busy 
career that led her all over the world, this bedroom is now a 
space where she can truly retreat at the end of the day. v
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